
What is a Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS): 
 
Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) are important documents that accompany each chemical 
during shipment and are also available online.  They include important safety information and 
procedures for handling, storing and disposing of your chemicals.  Store all MSDSs in a binder 
that is organized alphabetically by chemical name.  In case of a medical emergency, the binder 
should be easily accessible to those working in the laboratory.  Review the safety information for 
each chemical before performing experiments. 
 
How to Read a Material Safety Data Sheet: 
 
Everyone working with chemicals in a classroom or laboratory should know how to read an 
MSDS.  Our NEW poster “WHAT DOES MSDS MEAN?” is available to display in your work 
area for quick reference (S47409J1). 
 
 
 

 


